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CELEBRATING WOMEN THROUGH WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT DAY 2017

CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY August 1, 2017 – The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield is proud to share the Proclamation they received from the NJ district 21 State Assemblywomen and Assemblymen and State Senator declaring March 22nd as Women’s Empowerment Day sponsored by Smart & Sexy Lingerie and The Alliance of Career Development Nonprofits (ACDN).  This achievement was made possible through the efforts of JLEP’s Career Closet Committee Chairs Valerie Camara and Florence Baker.
Through this effort, JLEP’s Career Closet was able to assist 22 women with selecting business attire, outfitted them with a professional bra fitting and new Smart & Sexy bra, training on building a resume, interviewing skills, and building a professional wardrobe on a budget.  The day concluded with a panel of professional women who discussed their careers and provided attendees with helpful tips for navigating their career paths.  Participants also received event swag which included a new tote, scarf, and necklace along with the professional attire.
For the last 15 years JLEP’s Career Closet has been helping women re-enter the workforce by outfitting them with much needed business attire, accessories, and shoes.  In 2017, the committee applied for a grant through Smart and Sexy Lingerie and the ACDN which allowed them to host the first ever Women’s Empowerment Day and continue to provide the types of services the community has come to expect from Career Closet and JLEP.
[bookmark: _GoBack]JLEP’s Career Closet operates from September to May during the League’s calendar year.  For the 2016-2017 league year, Career Closet was able to service 110 women and provided them with a complete starter wardrobe.  To learn more about Career Closet, please go to www.jlepnj.org or email careercloset@jlepnj.org. 
 ABOUT the Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield 
The Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield is a chapter of the Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc. and is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.
In spring 2018, JLEP will celebrate 95 years as a Junior League chapter.  Learn more: www.jlepnj.org. 
For more information about the Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield, please contact:
Nydia M Diefenbach, President 2017-2018, Junior League of Elizabeth Plainfield
Tel. (908)709-1177 / E:  information@jlepnj.org 
For more information on Smart & Sexy, go to www.smartandsexy.com or contact:
Brady Halbert, Brand Manager 
Tel. (212) 683-4131 x2729 / E:  bhalbert@aai-llc.com 
For more information about The Alliance of Career Development Nonprofits (ACDN), go to www.acdnonline.org or contact:
Lynda-Ross Vega, Board President 
Tel. (817) 832-3299 / E:  lrvega@acdnonline.org 
Carrie Hanson Veurink, Managing Partner
Tel. (925) 849-7500 / E:  cveurink@acdnonline.org 
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